[image: ]
Castle Primary School
Music Development Plan 2026–27
School: Castle Primary School
Trust/local authority: Devon
Local music hub: Devon and Torbay Music Hub
Music Coordinator: Louise Pierce
Headteacher: Tom Paddon
Date written: September 2026
Review date: September 2027

Overall Objective
To ensure all children make strong progress in music through high‑quality teaching, a progressive whole‑school instrumental pathway, and a sustainable range of musical experiences. By the end of Year 6, every child will have learned seven different instruments and will have developed a broad understanding of musical genres through assemblies, singing, curriculum lessons, and occasional enrichment opportunities.

Part A: Curriculum Music
The Music Curriculum
Castle Primary delivers a broad, ambitious, and inclusive music curriculum using the Charanga scheme from Foundation Stage to Year 6. This provides clear progression in musical skills, knowledge, and vocabulary. Music is taught on a termly rolling programme, enabling continuity and depth across all key stages.
Whole‑school singing assemblies take place weekly, and music is played at the start of all assemblies to create a positive, musical atmosphere. The school benefits from a dedicated music studio, used for instrument storage, private tuition, choir rehearsals, and occasional visiting musicians. Curriculum lessons take place in classrooms, supported by Charanga resources, school‑owned instruments and instruments borrowed from the Devon Music Hub.

Whole‑School Instrumental Pathway (EYFS–Year 6)
From 2026–27, Castle Primary will implement a progressive instrumental pathway ensuring every child learns at least one instrument each year. By the end of Year 6, all pupils will have experienced seven instruments, supporting dexterity, musicality, notation, ensemble skills, and confidence.
Instrument Pathway Overview
· Year 1–2: recorders and ocarinas
· Year 3–4: melodicas and TooTs
· Year 5–6: keyboards and Jumbie Jams
· All year groups: glockenspiels through Charanga units
This pathway ensures increasing challenge and musical sophistication as pupils move through the school.

Whole Class Ensemble Tuition (WCET)
Instrument Provision
Castle Primary receives three free instrument sets per academic year from the Devon & Torbay Music Hub. This supports the delivery of WCET across KS1 and KS2, ensuring that each year group has access to appropriate, well‑maintained instruments. Additional sets may be purchased if needed.
Key Stage 1
WCET in KS1 is delivered through 6‑week introductory units, taught by class teachers. Children learn recorders and ocarinas, supported by Charanga materials and glockenspiel work embedded in curriculum units.
Key Stage 2
WCET in KS2 builds on KS1 foundations and introduces more complex instruments. From 2026–27, KS2 WCET will follow the new pathway: melodicas, TooTs, keyboards, and Jumbie Jams, taught by class teachers using Charanga and school‑owned instrument sets.

Children with SEND
Music is fully inclusive at Castle Primary. Teachers and HLTAs adapt lessons using ear defenders, sensory breaks, assistive technology, visual supports, and differentiated instrumental tasks. All children in KS2 access WCET, with adjustments made to ensure full participation.

Part B: Extra‑Curricular Music
Singing
The KS2 choir continues to be extremely popular, with a large number of pupils attending each week. Due to this high uptake, choir rehearsals now take place in the school hall, ensuring sufficient space for movement, vocal projection, and ensemble singing.
The choir performs regularly in the community, including care homes, school events, and seasonal celebrations. A KS1 singing group runs in the summer term, offering younger children early access to structured singing experiences.

Musical Exposure (Revised for 2026–27)
From 2026–27, the extra‑curricular offer will aim to provide children with occasional opportunities to experience music beyond the classroom, depending on availability and capacity.
The school will:
· Offer visits from musicians when possible, prioritising opportunities that are affordable, accessible, and aligned with curriculum themes.
· Provide year‑group musical experiences, such as the planned Year 5 visit to the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.
· Make use of in‑school musical demonstrations, led by staff or local musicians when feasible.
· Continue to enrich pupils’ musical understanding through assemblies, singing, and the listening programme.
This approach ensures the offer remains flexible, realistic, and sustainable, while still giving children meaningful musical experiences when opportunities arise.

Private Tuition
Castle Primary hosts private tuition through In School Music Lessons (formerly Totally Rad). Tuition currently includes guitar and piano, with lessons delivered individually or in small groups. A significant proportion of pupils accessing tuition are pupil premium or on the SEN register, demonstrating strong inclusivity.

Part C: Musical Experiences
Castle Primary provides a range of musical experiences throughout the year. EYFS children perform a Christmas nativity annually, and each year group contributes a song to the Christmas carol service in church. The whole school takes part in Harvest and Easter services, sharing songs, stories, and poems.
Additional musical experiences may include:
· Occasional visits from musicians
· Year‑group musical trips when feasible
· In‑school demonstrations
· Seasonal singing events
· Assembly listening linked to half‑termly themes

Assembly Listening Programme (New for 2026–27)
Every assembly includes a listening focus, exposing children to:
· Classical
· Jazz
· Film music
· Folk
· World music
· Women composers
· Under‑represented musicians
Assemblies follow half‑termly themes, with a different piece selected for each assembly. Children learn about composers, instruments, context, and musical features, building cultural capital and musical vocabulary.

Part D: The Future
Targets for 2026–27
	Target
	Timeframe
	Person Responsible

	Implement the whole‑school progressive instrumental pathway.
	2026–27
	Music Coordinator, class teachers, phase leads

	Embed the whole‑school assembly listening programme.
	2026–27
	Music Coordinator, SLT, assembly leads

	Expand extra‑curricular musical experiences where possible, including occasional visiting musicians and the planned Year 5 trip to Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.
	2026–27
	Music Coordinator, peripatetic staff, phase leads
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