[image: ]MEDIUM TERM PLANNING TEMPLATE 
	Year Group: Year 5
Term: Spring
Subject: Geography
Unit: UK vs Italy

	Week
	Learning Objective 
	Vocabulary
	Task Design Activity & Main Activity
	Retrieval & Assessment Opportunities

	Week 1
	To locate the UK and Italy and describe their position in Europe
	United Kingdom, Italy, Europe, continent, map, atlas
	Chalk Task Design: Map Generator – develop locational understanding. 

Main activity: Use atlases and maps to locate the UK and Italy and describe their position within Europe (Lesson 1).
	Elicitation Task
· Create a mind map showing what pupils already know about the UK, Italy, Europe, climate and physical geography.
Entry and Exit Tickets
· Quick questions focused on location, climate, physical features, settlements and key geographical vocabulary.
Last Week, Last Month, Last Year
· Retrieval practice linking to previous lessons, Year 3/4 learning on climate, volcanoes, settlements and global regions.
Hinge Questions
· Use multiple-choice questions to check understanding of climate, landforms, settlement patterns and the influence of geography on human activity.
Low-Stakes Quizzes
· Regular quizzes on European geography, key locations, climate data, physical features and geographical vocabulary.
Brain Dumps
· Pupils record everything they can remember about the UK, Italy, climate, volcanoes or settlement patterns before building on new learning.
Progress Task
· Produce a comparative study explaining the similarities and differences between the UK and Italy, using evidence from maps, climate data and geographical research. This can be revisited throughout the unit to demonstrate progress.


	Week 2
	To compare the climates of the UK and Italy
	climate, temperature, rainfall, Mediterranean, temperate
	Chalk Task Design: Graphic Organiser – compare climate data. 

Main activity: Interpret climate graphs and maps to compare UK and Italian climates (Lesson 2).
	

	Week 3
	To describe the physical geography of Italy
	mountain, volcano, Alps, Apennines, coastline
	Chalk Task Design: Drawing Coach – visualise landscapes. 

Main activity: Use physical maps and images to describe Italy’s landscapes and landforms (Lesson 3).
	

	Week 4
	To explain how geography affects how people live and work
	settlement, farming, tourism, land use
	Chalk Task Design: Concrete Examples – link geography and lifestyle. 

Main activity: Explore how physical geography influences farming, tourism and settlements in both countries (Lesson 4).
	

	Week 5
	To compare daily life in Italy and the UK
	culture, lifestyle, transport, housing
	Chalk Task Design: Venn Diagram (Graphic Organiser) – structured comparison. 

Main activity: Compare aspects of daily life influenced by geography in Italy and the UK (Lesson 5).
	

	Week 6
	To summarise similarities and differences between the UK and Italy
	compare, similar, different, physical geography, human geography
	Chalk Task Design: Organise Your Knowledge – consolidate learning. 

Main activity: Present comparisons using maps, tables and written explanations (Lesson 6).
	

	Big ideas covered
Pupils compare the UK and Italy, exploring physical and human geography, including volcanoes, rivers, climates, and population distribution. They begin to understand Europe as a region and consider how physical environments influence culture, land use, and trade. 
- Boundaries (nations, regions)  
- Climate (climate zones, weather patterns)  
- Physical Geography (volcanoes, mountains, rivers)  
- Settlements (urban vs rural areas)  
- Interdependence (agriculture, tourism, trade)  
- Cartography (European maps, direction, scale) , 



	Prior knowledge

In KS1, pupils explored the local environment and identified UK countries and capital cities; Recognised simple physical features (e.g. beach, hill, river) 
In Year 2, pupils conducted a basic local area study and used simple maps. 
In Years 3 & 4, pupils studied UK rivers and mountains, using maps and atlases to locate and describe them; Investigated weather and climate, with focus on biomes and climate zones; Explored tectonic activity through volcanoes and earthquakes; Developed place knowledge by studying UK cities, world landmarks, and the Amazon Rainforest; Compared physical features and considered how environments affect human life.


	Future learning
Study Climate Change and Pollution, building on understanding of how climate influences environments, people and ways of life.
Explore how physical geography shapes environments through studies of North America, including climate, landscapes and settlement patterns.
Investigate global trade and sustainable development, developing understanding of how countries are connected through resources, tourism and economies.
Apply comparative geography skills to analyse more complex relationships between physical geography, human activity and environmental change.
This unit provides the foundation for understanding how geography influences lifestyles, economies and cultures, and how places can be compared at regional, national and global scales.




	Cross-curricular links
English: Comparison writing between the UK and Italy; non-chronological reports; travel writing and brochures; using geographical vocabulary in discussions and written explanations.
Mathematics: Interpreting climate graphs and population data; comparing distances, temperatures and rainfall; using scale and coordinates on maps.
Science: Climate zones and weather patterns; volcanoes and tectonic activity; how physical environments influence living things and human activity.
Computing: Using digital maps, satellite imagery and online atlases; researching countries and landmarks; presenting geographical information digitally.
History: Exploring how geography has influenced settlement, culture and historical development in the UK and Italy; investigating famous Italian landmarks and their significance.
Art and Design: Sketching landscapes and landmarks; studying Italian art and architecture; creating maps, diagrams and travel posters.
Design and Technology: Investigating how buildings, farming and transport are adapted to different environments and climates.
Modern Foreign Languages (Italian): Learning basic Italian vocabulary, greetings and cultural traditions.
PSHE/Citizenship: Understanding cultural diversity; appreciating similarities and differences between countries; exploring how geography influences lifestyles and communities.



	Enrichment
Italian Culture Day: Explore Italian food, music, art and traditions whilst investigating how geography influences culture and lifestyle.
Virtual Tour of Italy: Use Google Earth, atlases and virtual tours to explore Rome, Venice, Mount Vesuvius, the Alps and the Amalfi Coast.
Climate Comparison Investigation: Compare climate data from locations in the UK and Italy and investigate how climate affects daily life, farming and tourism.
Italian Food and Farming Study: Investigate how Italy's climate supports the production of foods such as olives, grapes and tomatoes, comparing this with farming in the UK.
Guest Speaker or Virtual Visitor: Learn from someone who has lived in, visited or has connections with Italy, exploring similarities and differences between the two countries.
Geography Exhibition: Create maps, fact files, travel guides and presentations comparing the human and physical geography of the UK and Italy.
Relevant Events and Awareness Days (February–April)
International Mother Language Day (21 February)
Explore the Italian language and how language reflects culture and identity.
World Wildlife Day (3 March)
Compare natural environments and wildlife found in the UK and Italy.
World Water Day (22 March)
Investigate the importance of rivers and water resources in both countries.
Earth Day (22 April) (if the unit extends beyond Easter)
Consider how tourism, farming and human activity affect environments in the UK and Italy.
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